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(54) INK JET PRINTHEAD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent defective print easily by 
providing each print head with a memory element for 
storing a data characterizing a printhead and delivering 
an warm of impending exhaustion of ink. 
CONSTITUTION: A memory element 14 fixed to the 
housing of a printhead 12 comprises a magnetic medium 
piece, a semiconductor memory, and a laser readable 
optical medium and stores a data concerning to the 
printhead. The information characterizes the identity of 
printhead (date of manufacture, place of manufacture, 
lot number, serial number, and the like), and some 
operating characteristics of printhead (alignment of 
orifice, color of ink, liquid level of ink, operational 
frequency, dilution of ink, and the like). These data is 
read out from the printhead and used or displayed as 
required thus preventing defective print easily. 
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